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If opera had existed in Elizabethan London, the world's Top Bard, as W.H. Auden called him, might have
become the world's Top Librettist. As Gary Schmidgall shows in this illuminating study, Shakespeare's
expressive ways and dramaturgical means are like those of composers and librettists in numerous and often
astonishing ways. No wonder that well over two hundred operas have been based on Shakespeare's plays.
Ranging widely through the Shakespearean canon and the standard operatic repertory, Schmidgall presents a
fascinating comparison, focusing on similarities of expressive style, scenic structure, staging, and
performance practice. Shakespeare and Opera offers extended discussions of issues central to both theatrical
genres, including their shared demand for virtuoso display, the comparable functions of set speeches and
arias, and the similarities of verbal and musical rhetoric, and the charges of unreality and melodrama that
have dogged them both. In addition, Schmidgall provides concise essays on the most intriguing Shakespeare-
based operas, including works of Verdi, Wagner, Bellini, Rossini, Berlioz, Thomas, Vaughan Williams,
Barber, and Britten. He enriches his argument with the insights of the great composers who never set
Shakespeare (Mozart, Puccini, and Strauss among them), major observers of the legitimate stage (from
Samuel Johnson to Eric Bentley) and the musical stage (from Joseph Addison to Joseph Kerman), as well as
the incisive views of influential artists, critics, and performers as diverse as Walt Whitman, H.L. Mencken,
and Laurence Olivier.
For all who love the stage, Shakespeare and Opera offers endless insight and fascination. Schmidgall's
extended comparison of the two dramaturgies provides a fresh perspective on Shakespeare, musical theater,
comparative drama, and theater history.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Deleon:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Shakespeare and Opera is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Kenneth Vargas:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
Shakespeare and Opera.

Roxanne Harrelson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book Shakespeare and Opera it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Lisa Phelps:

This Shakespeare and Opera is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who
have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info
accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are
read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Shakespeare and Opera in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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