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Combining rich historical detail and a harrowing, pulse-pounding narrative, Close to Shore brilliantly re-
creates the summer of 1916, when a rogue Great White shark attacked swimmers along the New Jersey
shore, triggering mass hysteria and launching the most extensive shark hunt in history.

During the summer before the United States entered World War I, when ocean swimming was just becoming
popular and luxurious Jersey Shore resorts were thriving as a chic playland for an opulent yet still innocent
era's new leisure class, Americans were abruptly introduced to the terror of sharks. In July 1916 a lone Great
White left its usual deep-ocean habitat and headed in the direction of the New Jersey shoreline. There, near
the towns of Beach Haven and Spring Lake-and, incredibly, a farming community eleven miles inland-the
most ferocious and unpredictable of predators began a deadly rampage: the first shark attacks on swimmers
in U.S. history.

For Americans celebrating an astoundingly prosperous epoch much like our own, fueled by the wizardry of
revolutionary inventions, the arrival of this violent predator symbolized the limits of mankind's power
against nature.

Interweaving a vivid portrait of the era and meticulously drawn characters with chilling accounts of the
shark's five attacks and the frenzied hunt that ensued, Michael Capuzzo has created a nonfiction historical
thriller with the texture of Ragtime and the tension of Jaws. From the unnerving inevitability of the first
attack on the esteemed son of a prosperous Philadelphia physician to the spine-tingling moment when a farm
boy swimming in Matawan Creek feels the sandpaper-like skin of the passing shark, Close to Shore is an
undeniably gripping saga.

Heightening the drama are stories of the resulting panic in the citizenry, press and politicians, and of colorful
personalities such as Herman Oelrichs, a flamboyant millionaire who made a bet that a shark was no match
for a man (and set out to prove it); Museum of Natural History ichthyologist John Treadwell Nichols, faced
with the challenge of stopping a mythic sea creature about which little was known; and, most memorable, the
rogue Great White itself moving through a world that couldn't conceive of either its destructive power or its
moral right to destroy.

Scrupulously researched and superbly written, Close to Shore brings to life a breathtaking, pivotal moment in
American history. Masterfully written and suffused with fascinating period detail and insights into the
science and behavior of sharks, Close to Shore recounts a breathtaking, pivotal moment in American history
with startling immediacy.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Vernie Ruiz:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Close to Shore: The Terrifying Shark Attacks of 1916 (Bccb Blue
Ribbon Nonfiction Book Award (Awards)) book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Close to Shore: The Terrifying Shark
Attacks of 1916 (Bccb Blue Ribbon Nonfiction Book Award (Awards)) content conveys the idea easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Close to Shore: The Terrifying Shark Attacks of
1916 (Bccb Blue Ribbon Nonfiction Book Award (Awards)) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Corrine Steinke:

The book untitled Close to Shore: The Terrifying Shark Attacks of 1916 (Bccb Blue Ribbon Nonfiction
Book Award (Awards)) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works.
You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read
the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Robert Garcia:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended for your requirements is Close to Shore: The Terrifying Shark Attacks of 1916 (Bccb
Blue Ribbon Nonfiction Book Award (Awards)) this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition
of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Luis Hahn:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful pics on



there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Close to Shore: The Terrifying Shark Attacks of 1916 (Bccb Blue Ribbon Nonfiction Book
Award (Awards)) can make you sense more interested to read.
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