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On a traditional conception of the human mind, reasoning can be rational or irrational, but perception cannot.
Perception is simply a source of new information, and cannot be assessed for rationality. Susanna Siegel
argues that this conception is wrong. Drawing on examples involving racism, emotion, self-defense law, and
scientific theories, The Rationality of Perception makes the case that perception itself can be rational or
irrational.

The Rationality of Perception argues that reasoning and perception are often deeply intertwined. When
unjustified beliefs, fears, desires, or prejudices influence what we perceive, we face a philosophical problem:
is it reasonable to strengthen what one believes, fears, or suspects, on the basis of an experience that was
generated, unbeknownst to the perceiver, by those very same beliefs, fears, or suspicions? Siegel argues that
it is not reasonable--even though it may seem that way to the perceiver. In these cases, a perceptual
experience may itself be irrational, because it is brought about by irrational influences.

Siegel systematically distinguishes a number of different kinds of influences on perception, and builds a
theory of how such influences on perception determine what it's rational or irrational to believe. She uses the
main conclusions to analyze perceptual manifestations of racism. This book makes vivid the far-reaching
consequences of psychological and cultural influences on perception. Its method shows how analytic
philosophy, social psychology, history and politics can be mutually illuminating.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Wright:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Rationality of Perception book is readable by simply you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with The Rationality
of Perception content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking The
Rationality of Perception is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jennifer Witherspoon:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Rationality of Perception, you
could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Tim Andrus:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book The
Rationality of Perception. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Francis Gibbs:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the The Rationality of Perception when you required it?
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