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In 1897 the Berwind-White Coal Mining Company founded Windber as a company town for its miners in the
bituminous coal country of Pennsylvania. The Miners of Windber chronicles the coming of unionization to
Windber, from the 1890s, when thousands of new immigrants flooded Pennsylvania in search of work,
through the New Deal era of the 1930s, when the miners' rights to organize, join the United Mine Workers of
America, and bargain collectively were recognized after years of bitter struggle.

Mildred Allen Beik, a Windber native whose father entered the coal mines at age eleven in 1914, explores
the struggle of miners and their families against the company, whose repressive policies encroached on every
part of their lives. That Windber's population represented twenty-five different nationalities, including
Slovaks, Hungarians, Poles, Italians, and Carpatho-Russians, was a potential obstacle to the solidarity of
miners. Beik, however, shows how the immigrants overcame ethnic fragmentation by banding together as a
class to unionize the mines. Work, family, church, fraternal societies, and civic institutions all proved critical
as men and women alike adapted to new working conditions and to a new culture. Circumstance, if not
principle, forced miners to embrace cultural pluralism in their fight for greater democracy, reforms of
capitalism, and an inclusive, working-class, definition of what it meant to be an American.

Beik draws on a wide variety of sources, including oral histories gathered from thirty-five of the oldest living
immigrants in Windber, foreign-language newspapers, fraternal society collections, church manuscripts,
public documents, union records, and census materials. The struggles of Windber's diverse working class
undeniably mirror the efforts of working people everywhere to democratize the undemocratic America they
knew. Their history suggests some of the possibilities and limitations, strengths and weaknesses, of worker
protest in the early twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Baca:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Miners of Windber: The Struggles of New
Immigrants for Unionization, 1890s-1930s is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Teresa Thomas:

This book untitled Miners of Windber: The Struggles of New Immigrants for Unionization, 1890s-1930s to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you
can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally
to past this reserve from your list.

Patricia Morales:

Typically the book Miners of Windber: The Struggles of New Immigrants for Unionization, 1890s-1930s
will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Miners of Windber: The Struggles of New Immigrants for Unionization, 1890s-1930s is much recommended
to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the
book.

William Marsh:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book Miners of Windber: The Struggles of New Immigrants for Unionization, 1890s-
1930s it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the
e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book possesses high quality.
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