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Gersonides (1288-1344), known also as Ralbag, was a philosopher of the first rank, as well as an astronomer
and biblical exegete, yet this book - now available in paperback - is the first English-language study of the
significance of his work for Jewish thought. Seymour Feldman, the acclaimed translator of Gersonides' most
important work, The Wars of the Lord - a complete philosophical system and astronomical encyclopedia -
has written a comprehensive picture of Gersonides' philosophy that is both descriptive and evaluative.
Unusual for a Jewish scholar, Gersonides had contacts with several Christian notables and scholars. It is
known that these related to mathematical and astronomical matters; the extent to which these contacts also
influenced his philosophical thought is a matter of some controversy. Unquestionably, however, Gersonides
wrote a veritable library of philosophical, scientific, and exegetical works that testify not only to the range of
his intellectual concerns but also to his attempt to forge a philosophical-scientific synthesis between these
secular sciences and Judaism. Unlike many modern scientists or philosophers, who either scorn religion or
compartmentalize it, he did not see any fundamental discrepancy between the pursuit of truth via reason and
its attainment through divine revelation: there is only one truth, with which both reason and revelation must
agree. As a philosopher-scientist and biblical exegete, Gersonides sought to make this agreement robustly
evident. While philosophical and scientific ideas have progressed since Gersonides' time, his work is still
relevant today, because his attempt to make prophecy and miracles understandable in terms of some
commonly held philosophical or scientific theory is paradigmatic of a religion that is not afraid of reason.
His general principle that reason should function as a 'control' of what we believe has interesting and
important implications for the modern reader. Indeed, some of his basic arguments are favored by many
contemporary thinkers who attempt to incorporate modern science into their religious belief system.
Gersonides was not afraid to make religious beliefs philosophically and scientifically credible; one could say
that he pursued an 'ethics of belief' in that he held that there are constraints to what is believable, especially
in religion. In this respect, he was a precursor of Kant and Hermann Cohen: Judaism is or should be a
religion of reason. *** "An extremely welcome, important, and long-overdue addition to the literature...the
first monograph in English to look at a broad range of Gersonides' philosophical ideas...Feldman does a
terrific job of exposition and philosophical examination." -- Steven Nadler, British Journal for the History of
Philosophy *** "...an enticing overview of the life and thought of one of the greatest and most daring; if not
most controversial medieval Jewish philosophers." -- Ben Rothke, The Times of Israel - The Blogs,
November 2015 [Subject: Jewish Studies, Religious Studies, Philosophy, History]
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Ralph:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Gersonides: Judaism within the Limits of Reason (Littman Library of Jewish
Civilization).

John Ashton:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Gersonides: Judaism within the Limits of Reason
(Littman Library of Jewish Civilization). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important a new book Gersonides: Judaism within the Limits of Reason
(Littman Library of Jewish Civilization). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

James Mace:

The book Gersonides: Judaism within the Limits of Reason (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the best thing like a book Gersonides: Judaism within the Limits of Reason (Littman Library of Jewish
Civilization)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Gersonides: Judaism
within the Limits of Reason (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) has simple shape however you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So
it is very wonderful.

Sherry Fitzgerald:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Gersonides: Judaism within the Limits of
Reason (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization), you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still



would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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