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Franco Alfano: Transcending Turandot is the first fully documented biography in any language of Italy's last
verismo composer, Franco Alfano (1875-1954), the composer chosen to complete Giacomo Puccini's
swansong, Turandot, in 1924. Alfano remains one of the most undervalued composers, despite arguably
representing the best of Puccini's contemporaries. His ability and prowess and his intimate friendship with
Puccini, led to his selection for Turandot's completion: a daunting, enervating, and ultimately thankless task,
which nearly robbed him of sight.

This biography finally sheds light on Alfano's view of the events, as opposed to the all-too customary
Toscanini/Puccini perspective, thereby revealing a largely unknown facet of one of the most important
operatic works of the 20th-century. Konrad Dryden, a friend of the composer's late daughter, Nina Alfano,
sets out to unravel and organize the facts of Alfano's life, offering a chronological presentation of the
composer's vita as well as an examination of his major operas and their literary origins, providing the most
complete portrait of the composer to date. Based on unpublished correspondence from international archives
freshly translated by Dryden, the book also sheds light on such colleagues and contemporaries as Puccini,
Toscanini, Mary Garden, Edward Johnson, Giordano, Rostand, Mascagni, and Mussolini. A selection of
previously unpublished photographs is included, as well as plot synopses of Alfano's operatic works. A
foreword by the legendary soprano Magda Olivero-his preferred interpreter and Liù in the world premiere
recording of Turandot-and an appendix listing the composer's opus round out this important reference.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brown:

The experience that you get from Franco Alfano: Transcending Turandot is the more deep you looking the
information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to know but Franco Alfano: Transcending Turandot giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We advise you for having this Franco Alfano: Transcending Turandot instantly.

Nancy Figaro:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the
guide untitled Franco Alfano: Transcending Turandot can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Richard Nix:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Franco Alfano: Transcending Turandot can
be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Nicole Williams:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Franco Alfano: Transcending Turandot to
make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and reading
through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the
publication Franco Alfano: Transcending Turandot can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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