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The 27th United States Colored Troops (USCT), composed largely of free black Ohio men, served in the
Union army from April 1864 to September 1865 in Virginia and North Carolina. It was the first time most
members of the unit had traveled so far from home. The men faced daily battles against racism and against
inferior treatment, training, and supplies. They suffered from the physical difficulties of military life, the
horrors of warfare, and homesickness and worried about loved ones left at home without financial support.
Yet their contributions provided a tool that allowed blacks with little military experience, and their families,
to demand social acceptance and acknowledgment of their citizenship.

Their service did not end when their enlistment was over. After the men of the 27th returned to Ohio, they
and their families sought full access to the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments and compensatory
citizenship rights for their collective sacrifice. Despite their constant battle against racism, this public
behavior benefited the men and their families. It also meant that the African American role in the Union
victory remained part of local community remembrance and commemoration. As a result, the experiences of
these men from the 27th USCT gave the late-nineteenth-century Ohio black community legitimate hopes for
access to equal civil and social rights for all.

For Their Own Cause is the first comprehensive history of the 27th USCT. By including rich details culled
from private letters and pension files, Mezurek provides more than a typical regimental study; she
demonstrates that the lives of the men of the 27th USCT help to explain why in the wars that followed,
despite the disappointments and increasingly difficult struggle for African American equality that continued
for far too many decades after the promise of the three Civil War–era constitutional amendments, blacks in
the United States continued to offer their martial support in the front lines and the back.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Reid:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take For Their Own Cause: The 27th United
States Colored Troops (Civil War in the North) as your daily resource information.

Ricardo Kiernan:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be read.
For Their Own Cause: The 27th United States Colored Troops (Civil War in the North) can be your answer
since it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Robert Bowser:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book For Their Own Cause: The 27th United States
Colored Troops (Civil War in the North) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book For Their Own Cause: The 27th United States Colored Troops (Civil War in the North) has many kinds
or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
that will.

Jeffrey Channell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning
something by book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this For
Their Own Cause: The 27th United States Colored Troops (Civil War in the North).
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