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In the first full-length exploration of the contemporary Mexican corrido, award-winning author Elijah Wald
blends a travel narrative with his search for the roots of this unusual and controversial genre -- a modern
outlaw music that blends the sensibilities of medieval ballads with the edgy grit of gangsta rap. While
opening up a rich musical world, this book paints a picture of modern Mexican culture as it is seen by the
people in the streets: raw and romantic, old fashioned and revolutionary, violent and poetic.
Wald traveled through much of Mexico and the southwestern United States (mostly hitchhiking, with a
guitar on his back) in order to find notorious corridistas. From international superstars sell millions of albums
to rural singers documenting current events for their neighbors in the regions dominated by guerrilla war,
Wald was able to visit these songwriters in their homes, trek up to mountain villages, explore the heartland
of the Mexican drug traffic, and check out the scene in urban centers such as Los Angeles and Mexico City.
The corrido genre is famous for its hard-bitten songs of drug traffickers and gunfights, and also functions as
a sort of musical newspaper, singing of government corruption, the lives of immigrants in the United States,
and the battles of the Zapatista rebellion in Chiapas. Since the days of the Mexican Revolution, corridos have
been the musical voice of the poor and oppressed, but also a sensational actiongenre that has spawned dozens
of his movies and has been attacked by conservative politiciana and anti-drug crusaders. Through largely
unknown to English speakers, corridos top the Latin charts and dominate radio playlists both in the United
States and points south.
Wald illustrates the power of this music and the subculture it has created. He provides in-depth looks at the
songwriters who have transformed groups like the awesomely popular Tigres del Norte into enduring
superstars, as well as the younger artists who are carrying the corrido into the twentyfirst century. In
searching for the poetry and social protest behind the gaudy lyrics of powerful drug lords, Wald shows how
popular music can remain the voice and "newspaper" of a people, even in a modern world ripe with
globalization, electronic media, and gangsters who ship cocaine in 747s.
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From reader reviews:

James Benavidez:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Narcocorrido: A
Journey into the Music of Drugs, Guns, and Guerrillas? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Johnnie Lewis:

The guide untitled Narcocorrido: A Journey into the Music of Drugs, Guns, and Guerrillas is the guide that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Narcocorrido: A Journey into the Music of
Drugs, Guns, and Guerrillas from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

George Hale:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Narcocorrido: A Journey into the Music of Drugs, Guns, and Guerrillas
can make you really feel more interested to read.

Cindi Russell:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. With
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Narcocorrido: A Journey into the Music of Drugs, Guns, and Guerrillas when you
needed it?
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