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In The Search for the Codex Cardona, Arnold J. Bauer tells the story of his experiences on the trail of a
cultural treasure, a Mexican “painted book” that first came into public view at Sotheby’s auction house in
London in 1982, nearly four hundred years after it was presumably made by Mexican artists and scribes. On
folios of amate paper, the Codex includes two oversized maps and 300 painted illustrations accompanied by
text in sixteenth-century paleography. The Codex relates the trajectory of the Nahua people to the founding
of the capital of Tenochtitlán and then focuses on the consequences of the Spanish conquest up to the 1550s.
If authentic, the Codex Cardona is an invaluable record of early Mexico. Yet there is no clear evidence of its
origin, what happened to it after 1560, or even where it is today, after its last known appearance at Christie’s
auction house in New York in 1998.

Bauer first saw the Codex Cardona in 1985 in the Crocker Nuclear Laboratory at the University of
California, Davis, where scholars from Stanford and the University of California were attempting to establish
its authenticity. Allowed to gently lift a few pages of this ancient treasure, Bauer was hooked. By 1986, the
Codex had again disappeared from public view. Bauer’s curiosity about the Codex and its whereabouts led
him down many forking paths—from California to Seville and Mexico City, to the Firestone Library in
Princeton, to the Getty Museum in Los Angeles and Christie’s in New York—and it brought him in contact
with an international cast of curators, agents, charlatans, and erudite book dealers. The Search for the Codex
Cardona is a mystery that touches on issues of cultural patrimony, the workings of the rare books and
manuscripts trade, the uncertainty of archives and evidence, and the ephemerality of the past and its remains.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Spear:

This The Search for the Codex Cardona are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this The Search for the Codex Cardona can be one of many great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that maybe will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Search for the Codex Cardona
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Larry Young:

Typically the book The Search for the Codex Cardona has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking
over this book.

Mary Muncy:

This The Search for the Codex Cardona is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Search for the Codex Cardona can
be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web
form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also
knowledge.

Robert Higby:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Search for the Codex Cardona can make you feel more interested to read.
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