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"What matters about a play is not the extent to which it is like any other play, but the way in which it is
different," writes Thomas G. Rosenmeyer. "This is, I suggest, how the ancient audiences received the
performances.... My purpose, then, in writing these essays is twofold: ... to devote enough space to the
discussion of each play to allow its special tone and texture to emerge without hindrance and at leisure ... and
to include in one collection analyses of plays so different from one another that the accent will come to rest
on the variety of the tragic experience rather than on any one narrowly defined norm."

Greek tragedy is a vehicle for many different ideas and many different intentions. From the wealth of
material that has come down to us the author has chosen six plays for analysis. He reminds us that the plays
were written to be seen and heard, and only secondarily to be studied. The listeners expected each play to
have a specific objective, and to exhibit its own mood. These the author attempts to recover for us, by
listening to what each play, in its own right, has to say. His principal concern is with the tragic diction and
the tragic ideas, designed to release certain massive responses in the large theater-going group of ancient
Athens. In exploring the characters and the situations of the plays he has chosen, the author transports his
reader to the world of fifth-century B.C. Greece, and establishes the relevance of that world to our own
experience.

The essays are not introductory in nature. No space is given, for instance, to basic information about the
playwrights, the history of Greek drama, or the special features of the Attic stage. Yet the book addresses
itself to classicists and nonclassicists alike. The outgrowth of a series of lectures to nonspecialists, its
particular appeal is to students of literature and the history of Western thought. Parallels are drawn between
the writings of the philosophers and the tragedies, and attention is paid to certain popular Greek beliefs that
colored the tragic formulations. Ultimately, however, the approach is not historical but critical; it is the
author's intention to demonstrate the beauty and the craftsmanship of the plays under discussion.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Scott:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas.
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a
book The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Marian Storie:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Masks of Tragedy: Essays
on Six Greek Dramas book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Patsy Cassella:

Here thing why this kind of The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas are different and trusted to
be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is
as tasty as food or not. The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas giving you information deeper
and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with The Masks of
Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas in e-book
can be your choice.

Richard Powe:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top listing in
your reading list is usually The Masks of Tragedy: Essays on Six Greek Dramas. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review
this e-book you can get many advantages.
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