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"It took me a long time and most of the world to learn what I know about love and fate and the choices we
make, but the heart of it came to me in an instant, while I was chained to a wall and being tortured."

So begins this epic, mesmerizing first novel by Gregory David Roberts, set in the underworld of
contemporary Bombay. Shantaram is narrated by Lin, an escaped convict with a false passport who flees
maximum security prison in Australia for the teeming streets of a city where he can disappear.

Accompanied by his guide and faithful friend, Prabaker, the two enter Bombay's hidden society of beggars
and gangsters, prostitutes and holy men, soldiers and actors, and Indians and exiles from other countries,
who seek in this remarkable place what they cannot find elsewhere.

As a hunted man without a home, family, or identity, Lin searches for love and meaning while running a
clinic in one of the city's poorest slums, and serving his apprenticeship in the dark arts of the Bombay mafia.
The search leads him to war, prison torture, murder, and a series of enigmatic and bloody betrayals. The keys
to unlock the mysteries and intrigues that bind Lin are held by two people. The first is Khader Khan: mafia
godfather, criminal-philosopher-saint, and mentor to Lin in the underworld of the Golden City. The second is
Karla: elusive, dangerous, and beautiful, whose passions are driven by secrets that torment her and yet give
her a terrible power.

Burning slums and five-star hotels, romantic love and prison agonies, criminal wars and Bollywood films,
spiritual gurus and mujaheddin guerrillas---this huge novel has the world of human experience in its reach,
and a passionate love for India at its heart. Based on the life of the author, it is by any measure the debut of
an extraordinary voice in literature.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Mansfield:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Shantaram: A Novel.

Cassandra Tucker:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Shantaram: A Novel book
because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Shalon Fisk:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Shantaram: A Novel, it is possible to enjoy
both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on
its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

David Paras:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Shantaram: A Novel.
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