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Winner of the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation’s James Webb Award for distinguished fiction

In this riveting first novel, author T. L. Gould draws on his experiences in a military hospital with severely
wounded Marines recovering from the Vietnam War. He has created a plain-truth, no-holds-barred narrative,
stark in its simplicity, detail, and humor. From dressing changes and morphine drips to off-site forays under
a fence and into neighborhood bars and brothels, Gould chronicles the precipitous journey to recovery of the
men of Ward 2B: how they learned to walk again, to love again, and to triumph over crippling injuries.
 
How Can You Mend This Purple Heart is not a story about combat in the jungles of Vietnam. It is a story
about boys who returned from combat as men—men who left the better part of their youth, a bit of their
souls, and a lot of their flesh in a battlefield on the other side of the world. It’s a story about their longing to
recapture the spirit of boyhood and rekindle the optimism and fearlessness of youth. And it’s about their
struggle to be whole again—or at the very least, to feel whole. It chronicles a journey of love, redemption,
sorrow, and joy; a journey of pain and anger . . . and a journey of hope. But most of all, a journey of the
human spirit and its triumph over the most impossible odds.
 
How Can You Mend This Purple Heart is a tribute to all the combat-wounded veterans of past and present
conflicts. May they find the strength to continue their lives’ missions and know that the entire nation is
grateful for their sacrifices.
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From reader reviews:

Cinthia Beltran:

The book How Can You Mend This Purple Heart: A Novel can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book How Can You Mend This Purple
Heart: A Novel? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book How Can You Mend This Purple
Heart: A Novel has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Adele Rowan:

How Can You Mend This Purple Heart: A Novel can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of
us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing How Can You Mend
This Purple Heart: A Novel yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial imagining.

Yolanda Ocasio:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This How Can You Mend This
Purple Heart: A Novel can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Amy Davis:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book How Can You Mend This Purple Heart: A Novel
to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and
reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the
e-book How Can You Mend This Purple Heart: A Novel can to be your brand new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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