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The first comprehensive study of friendship in the Hebrew Bible  

Friendship, though a topic of considerable humanistic and cross disciplinary interest in contemporary
scholarship, has been largely ignored by scholars of the Hebrew Bible, possibly because of its complexity
and elusiveness. Filling a significant gap in our knowledge and understanding of biblical texts, Saul M.
Olyan provides this original, accessible analysis of a key form of social relationship. In this thorough and
compelling assessment, Olyan analyzes a wide range of texts, including prose narratives, prophetic materials,
psalms, pre-Hellenistic wisdom collections, and the Hellenistic-era wisdom book Ben Sira. This in-depth,
contextually sensitive, and theoretically engaged study explores how the expectations of friends and family
members overlap and differ, examining, among other things, characteristics that make the friend a distinct
social actor; failed friendship; and friendships in narratives such as those of Ruth and Naomi, and Jonathan
and David. Olyan presents a comprehensive look at what constitutes friendship in the Hebrew Bible.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Macdonald:

This Friendship in the Hebrew Bible (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) book is not really ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. This particular Friendship in the Hebrew Bible (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library)
without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
become worry Friendship in the Hebrew Bible (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) can bring any
time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even cellphone. This Friendship in the Hebrew Bible (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference
Library) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Betty Hood:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Friendship in the Hebrew Bible
(The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Lauren Veach:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Friendship in the Hebrew Bible (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library), you are able to tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading
a reserve.

Richard King:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book



that recommended for you is Friendship in the Hebrew Bible (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library)
this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.
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