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In a democracy, we generally assume that voters know the policies they prefer and elect like-minded officials
who are responsible for carrying them out. We also assume that voters consider candidates' competence,
honesty, and other performance-related traits. But does this actually happen? Do voters consider candidates’
policy positions when deciding for whom to vote? And how do politicians’ performances in office factor into
the voting decision?
 
In Follow the Leader?, Gabriel S. Lenz sheds light on these central questions of democratic thought. Lenz
looks at citizens’ views of candidates both before and after periods of political upheaval, including
campaigns, wars, natural disasters, and episodes of economic boom and bust. Noting important shifts in
voters’ knowledge and preferences as a result of these events, he finds that, while citizens do assess
politicians based on their performance, their policy positions actually matter much less. Even when a policy
issue becomes highly prominent, voters rarely shift their votes to the politician whose position best agrees
with their own. In fact, Lenz shows, the reverse often takes place: citizens first pick a politician and then
adopt that politician’s policy views. In other words, they follow the leader.
 
Based on data drawn from multiple countries, Follow the Leader? is the most definitive treatment to date of
when and why policy and performance matter at the voting booth, and it will break new ground in the
debates about democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Jones:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Follow the Leader?: How Voters Respond to
Politicians' Policies and Performance (Chicago Studies in American Politics). You can choose the best book
if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Follow the
Leader?: How Voters Respond to Politicians' Policies and Performance (Chicago Studies in American
Politics). You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's study.

Kathryn Robinson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Follow the Leader?: How Voters
Respond to Politicians' Policies and Performance (Chicago Studies in American Politics), you can enjoy
both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen
its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Sheila Kilburn:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you study
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Follow the Leader?: How Voters Respond to Politicians' Policies and Performance (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Lowell Seymour:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. On
the list of books in the top record in your reading list will be Follow the Leader?: How Voters Respond to
Politicians' Policies and Performance (Chicago Studies in American Politics). This book which is qualified
as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and



review this publication you can get many advantages.
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