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For the last sixty years, American foreign and defense policymaking has been dominated by a network of
institutions created by one piece of legislation--the 1947 National Security Act. This is the definitive study of
the intense political and bureaucratic struggles that surrounded the passage and initial implementation of the
law. Focusing on the critical years from 1937 to 1960, Douglas Stuart shows how disputes over the lessons
of Pearl Harbor and World War II informed the debates that culminated in the legislation, and how the new
national security agencies were subsequently transformed by battles over missions, budgets, and influence
during the early cold war.

Stuart provides an in-depth account of the fight over Truman's plan for unification of the armed services,
demonstrating how this dispute colored debates about institutional reform. He traces the rise of the Office of
the Secretary of Defense, the transformation of the CIA, and the institutionalization of the National Security
Council. He also illustrates how the development of this network of national security institutions resulted in
the progressive marginalization of the State Department.

Stuart concludes with some insights that will be of value to anyone interested in the current debate over
institutional reform.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Smith:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book has
a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Creating the National Security State: A History of
the Law That Transformed America will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence
if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
appropriate book with you?

Gayle Anderson:

Why? Because this Creating the National Security State: A History of the Law That Transformed America is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.

Cathy Lantz:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list will be Creating the National Security State: A History of the Law That
Transformed America. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to
be precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Ronald Malone:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Creating the National Security State: A History of the Law That Transformed America. You can
include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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