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The more softly the word is pronounced
The more ardent, the more miraculous.
The less it dreams of becoming a song
That much nearer it draws to music.
-from "Apollo in the Grass"

For the Nobel laureate Joseph Brodsky, the poems of Aleksandr Kushner were essential: "Kushner is one of
the best Russian lyric poets of the twentieth century, and his name is destined to rank with those close to the
heart of everyone whose mother tongue is Russian."

Apollo in the Grass is the first collection in English translation of Kushner's post-Soviet poems, and also
includes certain earlier ones that could not be published during the Soviet era.

Kushner speaks to us from a place where the mythic and the historic coexist with the everyday, where
Odysseus is one of us, and the "stern voice" of history can transform any public square into a harrowing
schoolroom. This layering of times and events is also embodied in Kushner's distinctive poetic voice. Echoes
of earlier Russian poets and styles enrich and complicate an idiom that is utterly natural and contemporary.

Now, as in the Soviet era, Kushner's work is especially cherished for its exemplary stoic integrity. But these
lyrical poems are also pieces of exquisite chamber music, songs where poetry dazzles but "greatness is . . .
sooner scaled to the heart / Than to anything very enormous."
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From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

The book Apollo in the Grass: Selected Poems can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Apollo in the
Grass: Selected Poems? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Apollo in the
Grass: Selected Poems has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

William Coker:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Apollo in the Grass: Selected Poems is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

John Carroll:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Apollo in the Grass: Selected Poems can
be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Charles Wright:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Apollo in the Grass: Selected Poems. This book which is qualified as
The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.
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