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Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto, premodern Europe's three greatest comic poets, found abundant cause for
laughter in the foibles and follies of human desire. Yet they also excelled at the dangerous game of
skewering the elites on whom they depended for patronage. The resulting depictions of addled lovers and
rattled rulers create a unique dynamic of trenchant critique wrapped in amusing, enlightening, and disturbing
fantasy, an achievement hailed as serio ludere, serious play, by Renaissance theorists.

Through an imaginative analysis of Ovid's amatory poetry, Chaucer's dream poems and excerpts from the
Canterbury Tales, and Ariosto's epic Orlando Furioso, Robert W. Hanning illuminates the contrast and
continuities in often hilarious, always empathetic representations of bungled desire and thwarted political
authority. He also documents the response of all three poets to the "authority" of cultural predecessors and
poetic convention. Each poet lived through exciting times (Augustan Rome, late-medieval London, and
high-Renaissance Italy, respectively) and their outsider-insider status links them as memorable speakers of
comedic truth to power. Providing fresh perspectives on Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto within their rich
historical moments, Serious Play isolates the elements that make their work so appealing centuries after they
lived, observed, and wrote.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Holden:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Serious Play: Desire and Authority in the Poetry of Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto
(Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures).

Keven Peterson:

This Serious Play: Desire and Authority in the Poetry of Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto (Leonard Hastings
Schoff Lectures) are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Serious Play: Desire and Authority in the Poetry of Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto (Leonard
Hastings Schoff Lectures) can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Serious Play: Desire and Authority in the
Poetry of Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto (Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) forcing you to have an enormous
of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Kathleen Bonds:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Serious Play: Desire and Authority in the Poetry of Ovid, Chaucer,
and Ariosto (Leonard Hastings Schoff Lectures) was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern
era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Lula Day:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Serious Play: Desire and Authority in the Poetry of Ovid, Chaucer, and Ariosto (Leonard Hastings Schoff
Lectures). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring



you from one location to other place.
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