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All across the social sciences, from development economics to political science departments, researchers are
going into the field to collect data and learn about the world. While much has been gained from the successes
of randomized controlled trials, stories of failed projects often do not get told. In Failing in the Field, Dean
Karlan and Jacob Appel delve into the common causes of failure in field research, so that researchers might
avoid similar pitfalls in future work.

Drawing on the experiences of top social scientists working in developing countries, this book delves into
failed projects and helps guide practitioners as they embark on their research. From experimental design and
implementation to analysis and partnership agreements, Karlan and Appel show that there are important
lessons to be learned from failures at every stage. They describe five common categories of failures, review
six case studies in detail, and conclude with some reflections on best (and worst) practices for designing and
running field projects, with an emphasis on randomized controlled trials. There is much to be gained from
investigating what has previously not worked, from misunderstandings by staff to errors in data collection.

Cracking open the taboo subject of the stumbles that can take place in the implementation of research
studies, Failing in the Field is a valuable "how-not-to" handbook for conducting fieldwork and running
randomized controlled trials in development settings.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Daniels:

This Failing in the Field: What We Can Learn When Field Research Goes Wrong are generally reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Failing in the Field: What We
Can Learn When Field Research Goes Wrong can be one of several great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your
before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Failing in the Field: What We Can Learn When
Field Research Goes Wrong giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Noah Hansell:

The reason why? Because this Failing in the Field: What We Can Learn When Field Research Goes Wrong
is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Brandi Huff:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for
your requirements is Failing in the Field: What We Can Learn When Field Research Goes Wrong this
reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of
you.

Violet Iverson:

Beside that Failing in the Field: What We Can Learn When Field Research Goes Wrong in your phone, it
may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will
got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow



small town. It is good thing to have Failing in the Field: What We Can Learn When Field Research Goes
Wrong because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you
rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from right now!
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