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Calvino and the Pygmalion Paradigm: Fashioning the Feminine in I nostri antenati and Gli amori difficili is
the first book-length analysis of the representation of the feminine in Calvino's fiction. Using the structural
umbrella of the Pygmalion paradigm and using feminist interpretative techniques, this book offers interesting
alternative readings of two of Calvino's important early narrative collections. The Pygmalion paradigm
concerns the creation by a male 'artist' of a feminine ideal and highlights the artificiality and narcissistic
desire associated with the creation process. This book discusses Calvino's active and deliberate work of self-
creation, accomplished through extensive self-commentaries and exposes both the lack of importance
Calvino placed on the feminine in his narratives and the relative absence of critical attention focused on this
area. Relying on the analogy between Pygmalion's pieces of ivory and Barthes' 'seme' and drawing upon the
ideas underlying Kristevan intertextuality, the book demonstrates that, despite Calvino's professed lack of
interest in character development, his female characters are carefully and purposefully constructed. A close
reading of Calvino's narratives, engaging directly with Freud, Lacan and the feminist psychoanalytical
thinking of Kofmann, Kristeva, Kaplan and others, demonstrates how Calvino uses his female characters as
foils for the existential reflections of his typically maladjusted and narcissistic male characters.
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From reader reviews:

Gabriel Cleveland:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question because just
their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on guardería until university need this Calvino and the Pygmalion Paradigm (Troubador Italian
Studies) to read.

Irving Brehm:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Calvino and the Pygmalion Paradigm (Troubador Italian Studies), it is possible to tells your family, friends
as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-
book.

Linda Banks:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Calvino and the Pygmalion
Paradigm (Troubador Italian Studies) reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation
Calvino and the Pygmalion Paradigm (Troubador Italian Studies) as good book not just by the cover but also
by content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Timothy Wrobel:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Calvino and the Pygmalion Paradigm (Troubador Italian Studies) we can get more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book.



Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at
this time book Calvino and the Pygmalion Paradigm (Troubador Italian Studies). You can more inviting than
now.
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