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This English translation of a key work by one of Okinawa’s most respected historians, Mamoru Akamine,
provides a compelling new picture of the role played by the Ryukyu Kingdom in the history of East Asia.
Okinawa Island, from which the present-day Japanese prefecture derives its name, is the largest of the
Ryukyu Islands, an archipelago that stretches between Japan and Taiwan. In the present volume, Akamine
chronicles the rise of the Ryukyu Kingdom in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, when it played a major
part in East Asian trade and diplomacy. Then Ryukyu was indeed the cornerstone in a vibrant East Asian
trade sphere centered on Ming China, linking what we now call Japan, Korea, and China to Southeast Asia.
With historical and cultural connections to both Japan and China, Ryukyu also mediated diplomatically
between the two nations, whose leaders more often than not refused to deal with each other directly. But
eventually the kingdom became a victim of its own success. Political developments in China and Japan
starting in the sixteenth century brought great changes to the region, and in 1609 Ryukyu was invaded by
Satsuma, Japan’s southernmost domain. The China-Japan geopolitical rivalry would in time be acted out
within Ryukyu itself, as one faction strove to maintain ties with China while another supported union with
rapidly modernizing Japan.

Throughout the work Akamine’s approach to Ryukyu history is distinguished by his expert use of Chinese
and Korean sources, which allows him to examine events from several different angles. This contributes to a
broad, sweeping narrative, revealing an East Asia made up of many shifting and interrelated parts—not just
nation states pursuing their own interests. Akamine’s facility with Chinese texts in particular uncovers telling
details that add considerably to the historical record. His meticulous account of one of Ryukyu’s tribute
missions to China, for example, or the role of feng shui in the design of Shuri Castle, the royal and
administrative center of the kingdom, is detailed without being pedantic. As a result, readers will come away
with a broader, more informed understanding of Ryukyu’s significance in the region and the complexity of
its relations with its neighbors.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Cromwell:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Ryukyu Kingdom: Cornerstone of East
Asia book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Mack Washburn:

The reason? Because this The Ryukyu Kingdom: Cornerstone of East Asia is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Richard Pease:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be The Ryukyu Kingdom: Cornerstone of East Asia why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Marni Elliott:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this The Ryukyu Kingdom: Cornerstone of East Asia can make you experience more interested to read.
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