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This book is a study of India's great epic, the Mahabharata, against the background of Indo-European myth,
epic, and ritual. It builds upon the pioneering studies in these areas by Georges Dumezil and Stig Wikander
to work toward the goal of understanding how this epic's Indo-European heritage is interpreted and reshaped
within the setting of bhakti or devotional Hinduism.
The book begins with a comparative typology of traditional classical epics, arguing that epic is a distinctive
mythical genre, and that the Mahabharata in particular should be studied as part of an Indo-European epic
and (and not just mythical) continuum. The reshaping of Indo-European themes is then examined in relation
to the Mahabharata's central mystery: the figure of Krishna, hero and ally of the Panbrothers in their
struggles against their cousins, the Kauravas, and incarnation of Vis.
The study argues that Krishna figures in the epic at the center of a coherent theological ensemble that builds
upon continuities in Indo-European, Vedic, and particularly Brahmanic sacrificial idioms. Ultimately,
Krishna guides the forces of dharma or righteousness through a great "sacrifice of battle" whose
eschatological background recalls Indo-European and Vedic themes, while projecting them into the Hindu
bhakti cosmology of universal dissolutions, recreations, and divine grace. The study vigorously opposes
attempts to "explain" Krishna by arbitrary theories of the Mahabharata's growth through interpolations.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Wilkes:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Ritual of Battle: Krishna in the
Mahabharata (Suny Series in Hinduism) will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
acceptable book with you?

Jodie Kahl:

This The Ritual of Battle: Krishna in the Mahabharata (Suny Series in Hinduism) usually are reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Ritual of Battle: Krishna in
the Mahabharata (Suny Series in Hinduism) can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Ritual of Battle: Krishna in the Mahabharata (Suny
Series in Hinduism) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Howard Foster:

The reserve untitled The Ritual of Battle: Krishna in the Mahabharata (Suny Series in Hinduism) is the book
that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share for
you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Ritual of Battle: Krishna in the Mahabharata
(Suny Series in Hinduism) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Debra Brunette:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Ritual of Battle: Krishna in
the Mahabharata (Suny Series in Hinduism) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the
e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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