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In this volume, Eugene P. Trani and David L. Wilson evaluate the presidency of Warren G. Harding by
surveying scholarship on the Harding years. Harding—generally considered one of the weakest American
presidents—was elected chief executive in 1920, during a time of uncertainty and frustration for many of the
American people. The authors assess the critics and defenders of Harding in light of the administration's
accomplishments and failures.

Both the strengths and weaknesses of the Harding administration came from the people President Harding
selected for high office. Charles G. Dawes accomplished much by implementing sound budgetary practices
in the federal government for the first time in history. Herbert Hoover became the dominant figure in the
Harding administration, using his influence to advance both domestic and foreign policies. And Charles
Evans Hughes proved to be an able, if conservative, secretary of state. Yet the accomplishments of these and
other capable men tended to be short-term in nature.

Trani and Wilson describe the widespread corruption and malfeasance in the Harding administration,
pointing out the Harding's erratic judgment of character caused many of his problems as president. His
personal habits—philandering, playing poker, and drinking liquor during national prohibition—tainted his
reputation and appeared to connect him to the activities of his associates. Tragically, Harding sought to avoid
controversy, even if it meant ignoring real problems or evading justice, and thus failed to provide moral
leadership for the nation.

Harding and his advisers demonstrated little understanding of the social and economic forces at work in the
country and abroad. In the early 1920s, the United States continued the transition from a rural society to an
urbanized and industrialized society. Rather than adjusting the government to meet the needs of all segments
of an industrialized society, Harding instituted "normalcy," an attempt to maintain the values of a rural
society rapidly disintegrating under the impact of social and economic change. The few real
accomplishments of the Harding administration were buried under scandal. and in the end, Harding must be
rated as an ineffective leader at a time when the nation would have been better served by a different, more
imaginative approach to government.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Brasfield:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Presidency of Warren G. Harding (American
Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)).

Lonnie Fazio:

Here thing why this kind of The Presidency of Warren G. Harding (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas
Hardcover)) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends
in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Presidency of Warren G. Harding
(American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) giving you information deeper and different ways, you
can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Presidency of Warren G.
Harding (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. When
you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Presidency of Warren G.
Harding (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) in e-book can be your alternative.

Kellie Stephens:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Presidency of Warren G. Harding (American Presidency
(Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find
the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding The Presidency of Warren G. Harding
(American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So
, do you still thinking The Presidency of Warren G. Harding (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas
Hardcover)) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

George Chadwick:

The particular book The Presidency of Warren G. Harding (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas
Hardcover)) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea
is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book The



Presidency of Warren G. Harding (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.
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