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Charity is an economic act. This premise underlies a societal transformation—the merging of religious and
capitalist impulses that Mona Atia calls “pious neoliberalism.” Though the phenomenon spans religious
lines, Atia makes the connection between Islam and capitalism to examine the surprising relations between
charity and the economy, the state, and religion in the transition from Mubarak-era Egypt.

Mapping the landscape of charity and development in Egypt, Building a House in Heaven reveals the factors
that changed the nature of Egyptian charitable practices—the state’s intervention in social care and religion,
an Islamic revival, intensified economic pressures on the poor, and the subsequent emergence of the private
sector as a critical actor in development. She shows how, when individuals from Egypt’s private sector felt it
necessary to address poverty, they sought to make Islamic charities work as engines of development, a
practice that changed the function of charity from distributing goods to empowering the poor. Drawing on
interviews with key players, Atia explores the geography of Islamic charities through multiple
neighborhoods, ideologies, sources of funding, projects, and wide social networks. Her work shifts between
absorbing ethnographic stories of specific organizations and reflections on the patterns that appear across the
sector.

An enlightening look at the simultaneous neoliberalization of Islamic charity work and Islamization of
neoliberal development, the book also offers an insightful analysis of the political and socioeconomic
movements leading up to the uprisings that ended Mubarak’s rule and that amplified the importance of not
only the Muslim Brotherhood but also the broader forces of Islamic piety and charity.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Thomas:

The event that you get from Building a House in Heaven: Pious Neoliberalism and Islamic Charity in Egypt
(A Quadrant Book) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the
more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Building a
House in Heaven: Pious Neoliberalism and Islamic Charity in Egypt (A Quadrant Book) giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes
your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Building a House in Heaven: Pious Neoliberalism
and Islamic Charity in Egypt (A Quadrant Book) instantly.

Agatha Roughton:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Building a House in Heaven: Pious Neoliberalism and Islamic Charity in Egypt (A Quadrant Book).

Philip Newman:

The book untitled Building a House in Heaven: Pious Neoliberalism and Islamic Charity in Egypt (A
Quadrant Book) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this.
The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is easy
to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice read.

Karen Nash:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Building a House in Heaven: Pious Neoliberalism and Islamic
Charity in Egypt (A Quadrant Book) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like
today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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