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In the years following the announcement of the invention of photography in 1839, practitioners in France
gave shape to this intriguing new medium through experimental printing techniques and innovative
compositions. The rich body of work they developed proved foundational to the establishment of early
photography, from the introduction of the paper negative in the late 1840s to the proliferation of more
standardized equipment and photomechanical technology in the 1860s.
 
The essays in this elegant volume investigate the early history of the medium when the ambiguities inherent
in the photograph were ardently debated. Focusing on the French photographers who worked with paper
negatives, especially the key figures Édouard Baldus, Gustave Le Gray, Henri Le Secq, and Charles Nègre,
Real/Ideal explores photography’s status as either fine art or industrial product (or both), its repertoire of
subject matter, its ideological functions, and even the ever-experimental photographic process itself.
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From reader reviews:

Tom Johnson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Real/Ideal:
Photography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century France suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular
writer in this era. The book untitled Real/Ideal: Photography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century Franceis the main
of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world within this book.

Doreen Wolf:

The publication with title Real/Ideal: Photography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century France includes a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Lee Henry:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Real/Ideal: Photography in Mid-
Nineteenth-Century France is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ryan Barrett:

Beside this specific Real/Ideal: Photography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century France in your phone, it could give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Real/Ideal: Photography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century France because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well
as read it from currently!
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