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Curtis J. Austin’s Up Against the Wall chronicles how violence brought about the founding of the Black
Panther Party in 1966 by Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale, dominated its policies, and finally destroyed the
party as one member after another—Eldridge Cleaver, Fred Hampton, Alex Rackley—left the party, was
killed, or was imprisoned. Austin shows how the party’s early emphasis in the 1960s on self-defense, though
sorely needed in black communities at the time, left it open to mischaracterization, infiltration, and
devastation by local, state, and federal police forces and government agencies. Austin carefully highlights the
internal tension between advocates of a more radical position than the Panthers took, who insisted on
military confrontation with the state, and those such as Newton and David Hilliard, who believed in
community organizing and alliance building as first priorities. Austin interviewed a number of party
members who had heretofore remained silent. With the help of these stories, Austin is able to put the violent
history of the party in perspective and show that the “survival” programs, such as the Free Breakfast for
Children program and Free Health Clinics, helped the black communities they served to recognize their own
bases of power and ability to save themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Rosalie Dietrich:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to reading a
book. The book Up Against the Wall: Violence in the Making and Unmaking of the Black Panther Party it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
possesses high quality.

April Miller:

You may spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Up Against the Wall: Violence in the
Making and Unmaking of the Black Panther Party is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Lewis Wade:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Up Against the Wall: Violence in the Making
and Unmaking of the Black Panther Party or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Up Against the Wall: Violence in the Making and
Unmaking of the Black Panther Party to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.

Robert Dougherty:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore , this Up Against the Wall: Violence in the Making and Unmaking of the Black Panther Party can
make you experience more interested to read.
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