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Paul Erdos was an amazing and prolific mathematician whose life as a world-wandering numerical nomad
was legendary. He published almost 1500 scholarly papers before his death in 1996, and he probably thought
more about math problems than anyone in history. Like a traveling salesman offering his thoughts as wares,
Erdos would show up on the doorstep of one mathematician or another and announce, "My brain is open."
After working through a problem, he'd move on to the next place, the next solution. Hoffman's book, like
Sylvia Nasar's biography of John Nash, A Beautiful Mind, reveals a genius's life that transcended the merely
quirky. But Erdos's brand of madness was joyful, unlike Nash's despairing schizophrenia. Erdos never tried
to dilute his obsessive passion for numbers with ordinary emotional interactions, thus avoiding hurting the
people around him, as Nash did. Oliver Sacks writes of Erdos: "A mathematical genius of the first order,
Paul Erdos was totally obsessed with his subject--he thought and wrote mathematics for nineteen hours a day
until the day he died. He traveled constantly, living out of a plastic bag, and had no interest in food, sex,
companionship, art--all that is usually indispensable to a human life." The Man Who Loved Only Numbers is
easy to love, despite his strangeness. It's hard not to have affection for someone who referred to children as
"epsilons," from the Greek letter used to represent small quantities in mathematics; a man whose epitaph for
himself read, "Finally I am becoming stupider no more"; and whose only really necessary tool to do his work
was a quiet and open mind. Hoffman, who followed and spoke with Erdos over the last 10 years of his life,
introduces us to an undeniably odd, yet pure and joyful, man who loved numbers more than he loved God--
whom he referred to as SF, for Supreme Fascist. He was often misunderstood, and he certainly annoyed
people sometimes, but Paul Erdos is no doubt missed. --Therese Littleton
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From reader reviews:

Charlene Stidham:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible
The Man Who Loved Only Numbers: The Story of Paul Erdos and the Search for Mathematical Truth?
Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Zoe Harris:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just their can
do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-
school until university need that The Man Who Loved Only Numbers: The Story of Paul Erdos and the
Search for Mathematical Truth to read.

James Cummings:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Man Who Loved Only Numbers: The Story of Paul Erdos
and the Search for Mathematical Truth as your daily resource information.

Melinda Walton:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Man Who Loved Only Numbers: The Story of Paul Erdos and the Search for Mathematical Truth, you may
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,



make them reading a guide.
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