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George W. Brackenridge (1832–1920) was a paradox to his fellow Texans. A Republican in a solidly
Democratic state, a financier in a cattleman's country, a Prohibitionist in the goodtime town of San Antonio,
he devoted his energies to making a fortune only to give it to philanthropic causes.

Indiana born, Brackenridge came to Texas in 1853, but left the state during the Civil War to serve as U.S.
Treasury agent and engage in the wartime cotton trade. Later he settled in San Antonio, where he founded a
bank and invested in railroads, utilities, and other enterprises.

Some of Brackenridge's contemporaries never forgave him for his Civil War career, but others knew him as a
public-spirited citizen, educator, and advocate of civil rights. He cared little for what others thought of him.
Yet, he confided once in a rare interview that his fondest ambition was to leave the world a better place for
his having lived in it. To this end, he gave generously of himself and his means.

His best-known benefaction is Brackenridge Park, which he gave to the city of San Antonio, but most of his
contributions were in the field of education. As regent of the University of Texas for more than twenty-five
years, he gave the institution its first dormitory, a large tract of land in Austin, and innumerable smaller gifts.
He also offered to underwrite the expenses of the University when Governor James E. Ferguson vetoed the
appropriation bill for 1917–1919.

Other educational institutions to benefit from his largess were the public schools of San Antonio, a Negro
college in Seguin, and the University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston. In addition, he assisted
individual students, especially women, through scholarships and loans.

Believing that the betterment of humanity lay in education, Brackenridge arranged for the continuation of his
philanthropies. By his will he created the George W. Brackenridge Foundation, the first of its kind in Texas
and one of the first in the United States.

Marilyn McAdams Sibley's study of George W. Brackenridge is the first biography of an important and, for
his time, unusual Texan. It presents new material concerning the Mexican cotton trade during the Civil War,
on the beginnings of banking in Texas, and on higher education in Texas.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Scott:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of George W. Brackenridge:
Maverick Philanthropist to read.

Megan Martelli:

The e-book untitled George W. Brackenridge: Maverick Philanthropist is the reserve that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
study when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of George W. Brackenridge: Maverick Philanthropist from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

James Boyd:

This George W. Brackenridge: Maverick Philanthropist is great book for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So
if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having George W.
Brackenridge: Maverick Philanthropist in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this
publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
which?

Nancy Lowery:

Beside that George W. Brackenridge: Maverick Philanthropist in your phone, it can give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community.
It is good thing to have George W. Brackenridge: Maverick Philanthropist because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come
on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from
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