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Satoko Shimazaki revisits three centuries of kabuki theater, reframing it as a key player in the formation of
an early modern urban identity in Edo Japan and exploring the process that resulted in its re-creation in
Tokyo as a national theatrical tradition. Challenging the prevailing understanding of early modern kabuki as
a subversive entertainment and a threat to shogunal authority, Shimazaki argues that kabuki instilled a sense
of shared history in the inhabitants of Edo (present-day Tokyo) by invoking "worlds," or sekai, derived from
earlier military tales, and overlaying them onto the present. She then analyzes the profound changes that took
place in Edo kabuki toward the end of the early modern period, which witnessed the rise of a new type of
character: the vengeful female ghost.

Shimazaki's bold reinterpretation of the history of kabuki centers on the popular ghost play Tokaido Yotsuya
kaidan (The Eastern Seaboard Highway Ghost Stories at Yotsuya, 1825) by Tsuruya Nanboku IV. Drawing
not only on kabuki scripts but also on a wide range of other sources, from theatrical ephemera and popular
fiction to medical and religious texts, she sheds light on the development of the ubiquitous trope of the
vengeful female ghost and its illumination of new themes at a time when the samurai world was losing its
relevance. She explores in detail the process by which nineteenth-century playwrights began dismantling the
Edo tradition of "presenting the past" by abandoning their long-standing reliance on the sekai. She then
reveals how, in the 1920s, a new generation of kabuki playwrights, critics, and scholars reinvented the form
again, "textualizing" kabuki so that it could be pressed into service as a guarantor of national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Paula Cofield:

The book Edo Kabuki in Transition: From the Worlds of the Samurai to the Vengeful Female Ghost make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book Edo Kabuki in Transition: From the Worlds of the Samurai to the Vengeful
Female Ghost to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and
read a guide Edo Kabuki in Transition: From the Worlds of the Samurai to the Vengeful Female Ghost.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Michael Hansen:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Edo Kabuki in Transition: From
the Worlds of the Samurai to the Vengeful Female Ghost is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Kimberly Towe:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Edo Kabuki in Transition: From the
Worlds of the Samurai to the Vengeful Female Ghost reserve written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you
still uncertainty Edo Kabuki in Transition: From the Worlds of the Samurai to the Vengeful Female Ghost as
good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain
book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Adam Mathews:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication
that need more time to be go through. Edo Kabuki in Transition: From the Worlds of the Samurai to the
Vengeful Female Ghost can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare
time problems.
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