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Just as Plato drafted a vision of an ideal state in his Republic and followed that up with detailed provisions in
his Laws, so Cicero -- after writing a Republic -- wanted to provide legislation for his ideal state and wrote
de Legibus (the Laws) as a sequel. But while Cicero's Republic was set shortly before the death of its
speaker, Scipio Africanus, in 129 b.c., his de Legibus was set in his own lifetime, thus enabling him to
comment on current political events and trends. Written in the final years of the Roman Republic, de Legibus
is as a work that gives Cicero's own diagnosis of the ills that had befallen the Roman state and what might be
done to cure them. It is thus a document crucial to our understanding of one of the most turbulent periods of
Roman history.
Surprisingly, de Legibus has been one of Cicero's most neglected works. Andrew R. Dyck's commentary is
the first to appear on the complete work in well over one hundred years. Dyck provides a detailed
interpretation and sets the essay into the context of the politics and philosophical thought of its time. While
previous commentaries focused primarily on grammar and textual criticism, this one also seeks to relate
Cicero's text to the political, philosophical, and religious trends of his day. The author identifies the
influences on Cicero's thinking and analyzes the relation of this theoretical treatise to his other works. This
commentary is based on a new text, worked out in consultations between the author and Jonathan Powell of
Royal Holloway, London.
Andrew Dyck is Professor of Classics, University of California at Los Angeles.
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From reader reviews:

Willard Griffin:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this A Commentary on Cicero, De Legibus.

Celeste Silver:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide A Commentary on Cicero, De Legibus will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Lucy Broussard:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This A Commentary on Cicero, De Legibus is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Issac Molina:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The A Commentary on Cicero, De Legibus will give you a new experience in studying a book.
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