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This is an invaluable textbook, prepared by the Open University team and designed so that it can be read on
its own or as part of the OU course. This second edition has been fully revised and updated including new
colour illustrations increasing the striking spread of full colour diagrams throughout the book. The clarity of
the text has been improved, providing comprehensive coverage of the evolution of ocean basins and their
structure in a clear, concise manner aimed specifically at the student market.

In this second edition the technological advances in fields as diverse as:
- deep-towed instruments for `sniffing' hydrothermal plumes
- mapping the sea-floor by sophisticated sonar techniques
- three-dimensional imaging of crustal structure by seismic tomography
- the use of satellites for navigation, and for making precise measurements of the height of the sea-surface

The first chapters describe the processes that shape the ocean basins, determine the structure and
composition of oceanic crust and control the major features of continental margins. How the 'hot springs' of
the oceanic ridges cycle chemical elements between seawater and oceanic crust is then explored. Sediment
distributions are examined next, to demonstrate how sediments can preserve a record of past climatic and
sea-level changes. Finally, the role of the oceans as an integral part of global chemical changes is reviewed.

High quality full colour diagrams
Substantial chapter summaries ideal for revision
Answers, hints and notes for questions at back of the book
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From reader reviews:

James Shaw:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Ocean Basins: Their Structure
and Evolution, Second Edition (Open University Oceanography) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a
lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading
some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Joan Myers:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know which one you should start with. This The Ocean Basins: Their Structure and Evolution,
Second Edition (Open University Oceanography) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jenni Roberts:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Ocean Basins: Their Structure
and Evolution, Second Edition (Open University Oceanography) guide written by well-known writer whose
to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
uncertainty The Ocean Basins: Their Structure and Evolution, Second Edition (Open University
Oceanography) as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.

Carrie Mathis:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The The Ocean Basins: Their Structure and Evolution, Second Edition (Open
University Oceanography) offer you a new experience in looking at a book.
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