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In the first comprehensive treatment of Classic Maya patron deity veneration, Joanne P. Baron demonstrates
the central importance of patron deity cults in political relationships between both rulers and their subjects
and among different Maya kingdoms. Weaving together evidence from inscriptions, images, and artifacts,
Patron Gods and Patron Lords provides new insights into how the Classic Maya polity was organized and
maintained.
 
Using semiotic theory, Baron draws on three bodies of evidence: ethnographies and manuscripts from
Postclassic, Colonial, and modern Maya communities that connect patron saints to pre-Columbian patron
gods; hieroglyphic texts from the Classic period that discuss patron deity veneration; and excavations
from four patron deity temples at the site of La Corona, Guatemala. She shows how the Classic Maya used
patron deity effigies, temples, and acts of devotion to negotiate group membership, social entitlements, and
obligations between individuals and communities. She also explores the wider role of these processes in
politics, arguing that rituals and discourses related to patron deities ultimately formulated Maya rulership as
a locally oriented institution, which limited the ability of powerful kingdoms to create wider religious
communities.
 
Applying a new theoretical approach for the archaeological study of ideology and power dynamics, Patron
Gods and Patron Lords reveals an overlooked aspect of the belief system of Maya communities.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Harper:

Here thing why that Patron Gods and Patron Lords: The Semiotics of Classic Maya Community Cults are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in
the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Patron Gods and Patron Lords: The
Semiotics of Classic Maya Community Cults giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Patron Gods and Patron Lords: The Semiotics of
Classic Maya Community Cults. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Patron Gods and Patron Lords: The Semiotics of Classic Maya Community
Cults in e-book can be your choice.

Linda Williams:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is
this Patron Gods and Patron Lords: The Semiotics of Classic Maya Community Cults.

Timothy Holeman:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity
honestly, that is look different you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the
book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book Patron Gods and Patron Lords: The
Semiotics of Classic Maya Community Cults it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Nolan Russell:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Patron Gods and Patron Lords:
The Semiotics of Classic Maya Community Cults is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in



the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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