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How the hidden trade in our sensitive medical information became a multibillion-dollar business, but
has done little to improve our health-care outcomes

Hidden from consumers, patient medical data has become a multibillion-dollar worldwide trade between our
health-care providers, drug companies, and a complex web of middlemen. This great medical-data bazaar
sells copies of our prescriptions, hospital records, insurance claims, blood-test results, and more, stripped of
names but still containing identifiers such as year of birth, gender, and doctor’s name. As computing grows
ever more sophisticated, these patient dossiers are increasingly vulnerable to re-identification, which could
make them a target for identity thieves or hackers.

Paradoxically, comprehensive electronic files for patient treatment—a key reason medical data exists in the
first place—remain an elusive goal. Even today, patients and their doctors rarely have easy access to full
records that could improve care. In the evolution of medical data, the instinct for profit has outstripped
patient needs. This book reveals the previously hidden story of how such a system evolved internationally.

This investigative narrative seeks to spark debate on how we can best balance the promise big data offers to
advance medicine and improve lives, while preserving the rights and interests of every patients. We, the
patients, deserve a say in this discussion. After all, it’s our data.
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From reader reviews:

Sara Kelly:

The book untitled Our Bodies, Our Data: How Companies Make Billions Selling Our Medical Records is the
book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Our Bodies, Our Data: How Companies Make Billions
Selling Our Medical Records from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jennifer Williams:

The guide with title Our Bodies, Our Data: How Companies Make Billions Selling Our Medical Records
posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book.
This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition
of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone,
so you can read this anywhere you want.

Regina Nichols:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Our Bodies, Our Data: How Companies Make Billions Selling Our Medical Records the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Our Bodies, Our Data: How Companies Make
Billions Selling Our Medical Records giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but
also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Rene Hudson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Our Bodies, Our Data: How Companies Make Billions
Selling Our Medical Records can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have
thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Our Bodies, Our
Data: How Companies Make Billions Selling Our Medical Records.
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