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From the Bronze Age mariners of the Mediterranean to contemporary sailors using satellite-based
technologies, the history of navigation at sea, the art of finding a position and setting a course, is fascinating.
The scientific and technological developments that have enabled accurate measurements of position were
central to exploration, trade, and the opening up of new continents, and the resulting journeys taken under
their influence have had a profound influence on world history.

In this Very Short Introduction Jim Bennett looks at the history of navigation, starting with the distinctive
cultures of navigation that are defined geographically - the Mediterranean Sea, and the Pacific, Indian, and
Atlantic Oceans. He shows how the adoption of mathematical methods, the use of instruments, the writing of
textbooks and the publication of charts all combined to create a more standardized practice. Methods such as
longitude-finding by chronometer and lunar distance were complemented by the routine business of
recording courses and reckoning position 'by account'. Bennett also introduces the incredible array of
instruments relied on by sailors, from astrolabes, sextants, and chronometers, to our more modern radio
receivers, electronic equipment, and charts, and highlights the crucial role played by the individual qualities
of endeavor and resourcefulness from mathematicians, scientists, and seamen in finding their way at sea. The
story of navigation combines the societal, the technical, and the human, and it was vital for shaping the
modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Jones:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Navigation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited
book with you?

Thomas Moore:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Navigation: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Danny Saleem:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Navigation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) this publication
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often
the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Heidi Crenshaw:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Navigation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) we can get more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Navigation: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You can more desirable than now.
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