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In Writing a Usable Past, Brintlinger considers the interactions of post-Revolutionary Russian and emigre
culture with the genre of biography in its various permutations, arguing that in the years after the Revolution,
Russian writers looked to the great literary figures of the past to help them construct a post-Revolutionary
present. In detailed looks at the biographical writing of Yuri Tynianov, Vladislav Khodasevich, and Mikhail
Bulgakov, Brintlinger follows each author's successful biography/ies and their failed attempts at biographies
of Alexander Pushkin on the centennial anniversary of his death. Brintlinger compares the Pushkin
biographies to the other biographies examined, and in a concluding chapter she considers other, more
successful commemorations of the great poet's death. She argues that popular commemorations--exhibits,
concerts, special issues of journals--were a more fitting biography than the genre of the "usable past." For
post-revolutionary cultural actors, including Tynianov, Khodasevich, and Bulgakov, Pushkin was a symbol
rather than a model for constructing that usable past.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Barclay:

The event that you get from Writing a Usable Past: Russian Literary Culture, 1917-1937 (Studies in Russian
Literature and Theory (Paperback)) will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Writing a Usable Past: Russian Literary Culture, 1917-1937 (Studies in Russian Literature and Theory
(Paperback)) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that
Writing a Usable Past: Russian Literary Culture, 1917-1937 (Studies in Russian Literature and Theory
(Paperback)) instantly.

Trina Durham:

Why? Because this Writing a Usable Past: Russian Literary Culture, 1917-1937 (Studies in Russian
Literature and Theory (Paperback)) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than
the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Ryan Strausbaugh:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Writing a Usable Past: Russian Literary Culture, 1917-1937
(Studies in Russian Literature and Theory (Paperback)) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Mary Fix:

Beside this specific Writing a Usable Past: Russian Literary Culture, 1917-1937 (Studies in Russian
Literature and Theory (Paperback)) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge
or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if
you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Writing a Usable Past: Russian



Literary Culture, 1917-1937 (Studies in Russian Literature and Theory (Paperback)) because this book offers
to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book
along with read it from currently!
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