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English Mercuries examines war and literature through the writings of veterans who came home from their
deployments to pursue literary careers. From their often neglected writings emerges a new picture of the
Elizabethan world at war. For centuries Elizabethan England has been characterized by booming patriotism
and martial energy, and the literature of this period, epitomized in works like Shakespeare’ s Henry V, has
been seen as celebrating a proud and defiant kingdom unified around its wars with Spain. Beneath this
patriotic veneer, however, was a country withering under the costs of seemingly endless military
commitments and ripped apart by doubts about the purpose of war and mistrust of state officials who
advanced their own political interests through war at the expense of the people who had to fight and pay for
it.

These misgivings are a powerful undercurrent in much of the literature of the period, even the most
ostensibly patriotic works, but it isin the writings on war by soldier poets where they are most clearly
pronounced. Fashioning themselves as servants of both Mars and Mercury (the god of war and the god of
writing), Elizabethan soldier poets focused their war stories on the gritty realities of military campaigning,
the price individuals paid for serving the state, and the difficulties of returning to civilian life. The book
reconsiders some familiar writers like John Donne and Ben Jonson in the context of their military
experiences and provides comprehensive studies of some important but underappreciated soldier poets like
Thomas Churchyard, George Gascoigne, and John Harington.
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From reader reviews:
Curt Roepke:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it isright.
Because start from on guarderia until university need this specific English Mercuries: Soldier Poetsin the
Age of Shakespeare to read.

Cary Barrett:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine abook. When
you go through a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, such us
novel, comics, in addition to soon. The English Mercuries: Soldier Poetsin the Age of Shakespeare will give
you new experience in reading a book.

Charles Felton:

This English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare is brand-new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this English Mercuries:
Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get smply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So thereis not any in reading a publication especially
thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So, don't miss this! Just read
this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

TinaAlley:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This reserve English Mercuries: Soldier Poetsin the Age of Shakespeare was filled about science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several
feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read ae-
book. In the modern eralike today, many waysto get book you wanted.
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