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For over a hundred years, Venezuelans have referred to themselves as a café con leche (coffee with milk)
people. This colorful expression well describes the racial composition of Venezuelan society, in which
European, African, and Indian peoples have intermingled to produce a population in which almost everyone
is of mixed blood. It also expresses a popular belief that within their blended society Venezuelans have
achieved a racial democracy in which people of all races live free from prejudice and discrimination.
Whether or not historical facts actually support this popular perception is the question Winthrop Wright
explores in this study.

Wright's research suggests that, contrary to popular belief, blacks in Venezuela have not enjoyed the full
benefits of racial democracy. He finds that their status, even after the abolition of slavery in 1854, remained
low in the minds of Venezuelan elites, who idealized the European somatic type and viewed blacks as
inferior. Indeed, in an effort to whiten the population, Venezuelan elites promoted European immigration and
blocked the entry of blacks and Asians during the early twentieth century.

These attitudes remained in place until the 1940s, when the populist Acción Democrática party (AD)
challenged the elites' whitening policies. Since that time, blacks have made significant strides and have
gained considerable political power. But, as Wright reveals, other evidence suggests that most remain social
outcasts and have not accumulated significant wealth. The popular perception of racial harmony in
Venezuela hides the fact of ongoing discrimination.
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From reader reviews:

Philip Logan:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Cafe Con Leche: Race,
Class and National Image in Venezuela? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Cora Morrell:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Cafe Con Leche: Race, Class and
National Image in Venezuela book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Marsha Young:

The reason why? Because this Cafe Con Leche: Race, Class and National Image in Venezuela is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book?
If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Charles Rowe:

This Cafe Con Leche: Race, Class and National Image in Venezuela is brand-new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Cafe Con Leche: Race, Class and National Image in Venezuela can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that
in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading
a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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