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The Berber identity movement in North Africa was pioneered by the Kabyles of Algeria. But a
preoccupation with identity and language has obscured the fact that Kabyle dissidence has been rooted in
democratic aspirations inspired by the political traditions of Kabylia itself, a Berber-speaking region in the
north of Algeria. The political organisation of pre-colonial Kabylia, from which these traditions originate,
was well described by nineteenth-century French authors. But their inability to explain it encouraged later
theorists of Berber society, such as Ernest Gellner and Pierre Bourdieu, to dismiss Kabylia's political
institutions, notably the jema'a (assembly or council), and to reduce Berber politics to a function of social
structure and shared religion.
 
In Berber Government, Hugh Roberts, a renowned expert on North Africa, explores the remarkable logics of
Kabyle political organisation and the unusual degree of autonomy it possessed in relation to both kinship
divisions and the religious field. This book further offers a pioneering account of the social and political
history of Kabylia during the Ottoman period and establishes a radically new way to understand the complex
place of the Kabyles in Algerian politics.
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From reader reviews:

Keith McLeod:

The particular book Berber Government: The Kabyle Polity in Pre-Colonial Algeria (Library of Middle East
History) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Berber
Government: The Kabyle Polity in Pre-Colonial Algeria (Library of Middle East History) is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Catherine Browning:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the book untitled Berber Government: The Kabyle Polity in Pre-Colonial Algeria (Library of
Middle East History) can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Samuel Stratton:

Berber Government: The Kabyle Polity in Pre-Colonial Algeria (Library of Middle East History) can be one
of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement
in writing Berber Government: The Kabyle Polity in Pre-Colonial Algeria (Library of Middle East History)
but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe
you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Kenneth Copeland:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Berber Government: The Kabyle Polity in Pre-
Colonial Algeria (Library of Middle East History) to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
available a book and learn it. Beside that the book Berber Government: The Kabyle Polity in Pre-Colonial
Algeria (Library of Middle East History) can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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