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Gyel-tsap Dar-ma-rin-chen states that Aryadeva's Four Hundred Stanzas was written to explain how,
according to Nagarjuna, the practice of the stages of yogic deeds enables those with Mahayana motivation to
attain Buddhahood. Both Nagarjuna and Aryadeva urge those who want to understand reality to induce direct
experience of ultimate truth through philosophic inquiry and reasoning. Aryadeva's text is more than a
commentary on Nagarjuna's Treatise on the Middle Way because it also explains the extensive paths
associated with conventional truths. The Four Hundred Stanzas is one of the fundamental works of
Mahayana Buddhist philosophy, and Gyel-tsap's commentary is arguably the most complete and important of
the Tibetan commentaries on it.

Mahayana practitioners must eliminate not only obstructions to liberation but also obstructions to the perfect
knowledge of all phenomena. This requires a powerful understanding of selflessness, coupled with a vast
accumulation of merit, or positive energy, resulting from the kind of love, compassion, and altruistic
intention cultivated by bodhisattvas. The first half of the text focuses on the development of merit by
showing how to correct distorted ideas about conventional reality and how to overcome disturbing emotions.
The second half explains the nature of ultimate reality that all phenomena are empty of intrinsic existence.
Gyel-tsap's commentary on Aryadeva's text takes the form of a lively dialogue that uses the words of
Aryadeva to answer hypothetical and actual assertions questions and objections. Geshe Sonam Rinchen has
provided additional commentary to the sections on conventional reality, elucidating their relevance for
contemporary life.

This is a republished version of Yogic Deeds of Bodhisattvas.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Tuttle:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Aryadeva's Four Hundred Stanzas on the Middle Way (Textual Studies and
Translations in Indo-Tibetan Buddhism).

Vincent Erickson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the guide untitled Aryadeva's Four Hundred Stanzas on the Middle Way (Textual
Studies and Translations in Indo-Tibetan Buddhism) can be good book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

Arthur Poulsen:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer could be Aryadeva's Four Hundred Stanzas on the Middle Way (Textual Studies and
Translations in Indo-Tibetan Buddhism) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Johnny Rogowski:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Aryadeva's Four Hundred Stanzas on the Middle Way
(Textual Studies and Translations in Indo-Tibetan Buddhism) was colourful and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book Aryadeva's Four Hundred Stanzas on the Middle Way (Textual Studies and
Translations in Indo-Tibetan Buddhism) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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