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Nineteenth-century neoclassical sculpture was a highly politicized international movement. Based in Rome,
many expatriate American sculptors created works that represented black female subjects in compelling and
problematic ways. Rejecting pigment as dangerous and sensual, adherence to white marble abandoned the
racialization of the black body by skin color.

 

In The Color of Stone, Charmaine A. Nelson brilliantly analyzes a key, but often neglected, aspect of
neoclassical sculpture—color. Considering three major works—Hiram Powers’s Greek Slave, William
Wetmore Story’s Cleopatra, and Edmonia Lewis’s Death of Cleopatra—she explores the intersection of race,
sex, and class to reveal the meanings each work holds in terms of colonial histories of visual representation
as well as issues of artistic production, identity, and subjectivity. She also juxtaposes these sculptures with
other types of art to scrutinize prevalent racial discourses and to examine how the black female subject was
made visible in high art.

 

By establishing the centrality of race within the discussion of neoclassical sculpture, Nelson provides a
model for a black feminist art history that at once questions and destabilizes canonical texts.

 

Charmaine A. Nelson is assistant professor of art history at McGill University.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Bush:

The book The Color of Stone: Sculpting the Black Female Subject in Nineteenth-Century America make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
reading a book The Color of Stone: Sculpting the Black Female Subject in Nineteenth-Century America
being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a e-book The
Color of Stone: Sculpting the Black Female Subject in Nineteenth-Century America. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
book?

Lillian Kea:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Color of Stone:
Sculpting the Black Female Subject in Nineteenth-Century America, you can tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Eun Russell:

The publication untitled The Color of Stone: Sculpting the Black Female Subject in Nineteenth-Century
America is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content
that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something
is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The
Color of Stone: Sculpting the Black Female Subject in Nineteenth-Century America from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Yolanda Sartain:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of stress
from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is



definitely The Color of Stone: Sculpting the Black Female Subject in Nineteenth-Century America.
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