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The assumption that Jesus existed as a historical person has occasionally been questioned in the course of the
last hundred years or so, but any doubts that have been raised have usually been put to rest in favor of
imagining a blend of the historical, the mythical and the theological in the surviving records of Jesus. Carrier
re-examines the whole question and finds compelling reasons to suspect the more daring assumption is
correct. He lays out extensive research on the evidence for Jesus and the origins of Christianity and poses the
key questions that must now be answered if the historicity of Jesus is to survive as a dominant paradigm.
Carrier contrasts the most credible reconstruction of a historical Jesus with the most credible theory of
Christian origins if a historical Jesus did not exist. Such a theory would posit that the Jesus figure was
originally conceived of as a celestial being known only through private revelations and hidden messages in
scripture; then stories placing this being in earth history were crafted to communicate the claims of the
gospel allegorically; such stories eventually came to be believed or promoted in the struggle for control of
the Christian churches that survived the tribulations of the first century. Carrier finds the latter theory more
credible than has been previously imagined. He explains why it offers a better explanation for all the
disparate evidence surviving from the first two centuries of the Christian era. He argues that we need a more
careful and robust theory of cultural syncretism between Jewish theology and politics of the second-temple
period and the most popular features of pagan religion and philosophy of the time. For anyone intent on
defending a historical Jesus, this is the book to challenge.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Chan:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt book is
readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer associated with On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt content conveys
the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking On the Historicity of Jesus: Why
We Might Have Reason for Doubt is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jack Johnson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt.

Janet Warren:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
soul or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
in addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt
can make you truly feel more interested to read.

John Merritt:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt we can take more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book On
the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt. You can more desirable than now.
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