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“This book is about the relationship between the Civil War generation and the founding generation,”
Timothy S. Huebner states at the outset of this ambitious and elegant overview of the Civil War era. The
book integrates political, military, and social developments into an epic narrative interwoven with the thread
of constitutionalism—to show how all Americans engaged the nation's heritage of liberty and constitutional
government.

Whether political leaders or plain folk, northerners or southerners, Republicans or Democrats, black or
white, most free Americans in the mid-nineteenth century believed in the foundational values articulated in
the Declaration of Independence of 1776 and the Constitution of 1787—and this belief consistently animated
the nation's political debates. Liberty and Union shows, however, that different interpretations of these
founding documents ultimately drove a deep wedge between North and South, leading to the conflict that
tested all constitutional faiths. Huebner argues that the resolution of the Civil War was profoundly
revolutionary and also inextricably tied to the issues of both slavery and sovereignty, the two great
unanswered questions of the Founding era.

Drawing on a vast body of scholarship as well as such sources as congressional statutes, political speeches,
military records, state supreme court decisions, the proceedings of black conventions, and contemporary
newspapers and pamphlets, Liberty and Union takes the long view of the Civil War era. It merges Civil War
history, US constitutional history, and African American history and stretches from the antebellum era
through the period of reconstruction, devoting equal attention to the Union and Confederate sides of the
conflict. And its in-depth exploration of African American participation in a broader culture of
constitutionalism redefines our understanding of black activism in the nineteenth century. Altogether, this is
a masterly, far-reaching work that reveals as never before the importance and meaning of the Constitution,
and the law, for nineteenth-century Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Tina Brookins:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American Constitutionalism.

James Crow:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Liberty and Union: The Civil
War Era and American Constitutionalism will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or appropriate book with you?

Vera Gates:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Liberty and Union: The Civil War
Era and American Constitutionalism that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American
Constitutionalism become your starter.

John McGinnis:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American Constitutionalism can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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