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William Desmond, taking issue with typical assessments of the ancient Cynics, contends that figures such as
Antisthenes and Diogenes were not cultural outcasts or marginal voices in the classical culture of the fifth
and fourth centuries B.C. Rather, the Cynic movement had deep and significant roots in what Desmond calls
"the Greek praise of poverty." Desmond demonstrates that classical attitudes toward wealth were complex
and ambivalent, and allowed for an implicit praise of poverty and the virtues it could inspire. From an
economic and political point of view, the poor majority at Athens and elsewhere were natural democrats who
distrusted great concentrations of wealth as potentially oligarchical or tyrannical. Hence, the poor could be
praised in contemporary literature for their industry, honesty, frugality, and temperance. The rich, on the
other hand, were often criticized as idle, unjust, arrogant, and profligate. These perspectives were reinforced
by typical Greek experiences of war, and the belief that poverty fostered the virtues of courage and
endurance. Finally, from an early date, Greek philosophers associated wisdom with the transcendence of
sense experience and of such worldly values as wealth and honor. The Cynics, Desmond asserts, assimilated
all of these ideas in creating their distinctive and radical brand of asceticism. Theirs was a startling and
paradoxical outlook, but it had broad appeal and would pe
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From reader reviews:

Lena Drew:

The event that you get from The Greek Praise of Poverty: Origins of Ancient Cynicism may be the more
deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Greek Praise of Poverty: Origins of Ancient Cynicism
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular The Greek
Praise of Poverty: Origins of Ancient Cynicism instantly.

Brandon Inouye:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, the actual book you have read is actually The Greek Praise of Poverty: Origins of Ancient Cynicism.

Dennis Rodriguez:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled The Greek Praise of Poverty: Origins of Ancient Cynicism your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get before. The The Greek Praise of Poverty: Origins of Ancient
Cynicism giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Anna Baron:

The Greek Praise of Poverty: Origins of Ancient Cynicism can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing The Greek Praise of Poverty: Origins of Ancient Cynicism although doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of



it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.
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