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American culture warriors have plenty to argue about, but battles over such issues as abortion and torture
have as much to do with rhetorical style as moral substance. Cathleen Kaveny reframes the debate about
religion in the public square by focusing on a powerful stream of religious discourse in American political
speech: the Biblical rhetoric of prophetic indictment.

Throughout American history, reformers of all political persuasions and for all manner of
causes?abolitionists, defenders of slavery, prohibitionists, and civil rights leaders?have echoed the
thundering condemnations of the Hebrew prophets in decrying what they see as social evils. Rooted in the
denunciations of Puritan sermons, prophetic rhetoric has evolved to match the politics of an increasingly
pluralistic society. To employ prophetic indictment in political speech is to claim to speak from a position of
unassailable authority?whether God, reason, or common sense?in order to accuse opponents of violating a
fundamental law.

The fiery rhetoric of prophetic indictment operates very differently from the cooler language of practical
deliberation and policy analysis. Kaveny contends that prophetic indictment is a form of “moral
chemotherapy”: it can be strong medicine against moral cancers threatening the body politic, but
administered injudiciously, it can do more harm than good. Kaveny draws upon a wide array of sources to
develop criteria for the constructive use of prophetic indictment. In modern times, Martin Luther King Jr.
exemplifies the use of prophetic rhetoric to facilitate reform and reconciliation rather than revenge.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Young:

This book untitled Prophecy without Contempt: Religious Discourse in the Public Square to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it via online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Elaine Rode:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about
the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
Prophecy without Contempt: Religious Discourse in the Public Square.

James Ronquillo:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Prophecy without Contempt: Religious Discourse in the
Public Square can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Prophecy without
Contempt: Religious Discourse in the Public Square.

Daisy Harris:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled
update of news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just trying to find the Prophecy without Contempt: Religious Discourse in the Public Square when you
needed it?
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