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In this beautifully realized study, Peter Schäfer investigates the origins of a female manifestation of God in
Jewish mysticism. The search itself is a fascinating exploration of the idea of a feminine divinity. And
Schäfer's surprising but persuasive conclusions yield deeper understanding of the complex but frequently
intimate relationship between Christianity and Judaism--and of the development of religious concepts more
generally.

Toward the end of the twelfth century, a small book titled the Bahir (Light) appeared in Provence. The first
document of Judaism's emerging kabbalistic movement, it introduced a completely new view of God, one
that included a divine potency that was essentially female. This female divinity was portrayed both as a
mediator between Jews and God and as part of the Godhead itself. Examining Judaic history from the
biblical Wisdom tradition to the Middle Ages, Schäfer finds some precedents for the Kabbalah's feminine
divinity. But he cannot account for her forceful appearance in twelfth-century southern France without
reference to the immediate Christian environment, particularly the flourishing veneration of the Virgin Mary.
Indeed, twelfth-century Jews and Christians were simultaneously rediscovering the feminine as an aspect of
the Godhead after having abandoned it in favor of either an abstract, disembodied God or an exclusively
male one.

In proposing that the medieval cult of Mary--rather than eastern Gnosticism--is the appropriate framework
for understanding the feminine elements in Jewish mysticism, Mirror of His Beauty represents a sea change
in Kabbalah and Jewish-Christian cultural studies. It shifts our attention from the Byzantine East to the Latin
Christian West. And in contrast to histories that treat the development of Judaism and Christianity in
isolation, it leads us to a fuller understanding of Jews and Christians living in proximity, aware of each other.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Jensen:

The book Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine Images of God from the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews,
Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Mirror
of His Beauty: Feminine Images of God from the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and
Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open up and read a reserve Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine Images of God from the
Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World). Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Lorraine Prinz:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine Images of God from
the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World), you
could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Michael Brown:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine Images of
God from the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern
World) is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did
not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Eugene Howard:

Beside this Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine Images of God from the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews,
Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) in your phone, it may give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from
your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing
to have Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine Images of God from the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews,



Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar
to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it
from right now!
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