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"Younger than Umberto Saba and Eugenio Montale but older than Pier Paolo Pasolini, who championed
him, Sandro Penna has been virtually unknown in the English speaking world. With abruptness and clarity,
these exquisite and sometimes disturbing lyrics come at you as if they had just been discovered, taken
directly from the secret hand of the poet. In Peter Valente’s extraordinary “variations” of texts dating from
1927 until Penna’s death in 1977, the transmission is electric." ~Ammiel Alcalay Peter Valente’s first
encounter with Sandro Penna’s poetry was while translating Pier Paolo Pasolini. At the time Valente was
reading a biography on Pasolini and learned of his close friendship with Penna. Pasolini insisted that among
serious readers of poetry Penna could not be ignored. Born in Perugia on June 12, 1906, Sandro Penna lived
most of his life in Rome (he died there on January 21, 1977), except for a brief period in Milan where he
worked as a library clerk. When Pasolini arrived in Rome in 1950 he sought out Penna to “show him
around.” He knew that Penna was in love with the same ragazzi who prowled the outskirts of Rome. In his
poetry Penna clearly says who he is and how he feels. That is a rare enough quality these days. He moves
away from the trappings of identity toward an honest expression of love. In Penna’s work the beautiful is not
conscious of itself and is therefore erotic: “Is not the beauty of those who are unaware of their beauty / more
beautiful than those who are aware?” He is critical of those who hide their desires behind a thin façade of
modesty: Here they are, these lords of life. They are very modest, indeed. Even with their senses fully
aroused, they manage to offend no one. Penna never hid his sexuality in interviews. He once told a reporter
(who probably had to pay dearly for the interview), “I am not a homosexual. I am a pederasta …
Homosexuality is a privilege.” Penna’s homosexuality is complicated in one sense by a moral dilemma: The
problem of sex consumes my entire life. I wonder at each moment whether I am doing the right thing or the
wrong. But there is another sense in which Penna accepts the impossibility of a moral resolution to his
“problem” and instead turns this negative to a positive value: There are always boys in my poems. But I do
not know how to speak of anything else. Everything else is just a tedious noise. I am unable to sing of Good
Deeds. Since his poems chiefly concern homosexual love, they face being relegated to a gay-only ghetto of
readers or to another ghetto that even homosexuals avoid: pederastia. This is a problematic issue in the
United States where scandal surrounding sexual orientation is still prevalent. But more importantly, there are
no glamorous pronouncements or concern with gender politics in Penna’s poetry. You also won’t find a
vision of historical process or a mass of physical details. What you will find is an attachment to everyday
reality. Penna’s poetry is candid, uncluttered, minimalist, and of profound lyrical intensity and as Pasolini, a
great supporter of Penna’s work, wrote in the 1970 preface to Penna’s collected poems, he is, “perhaps the
greatest and most joyful … Italian poet.”
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From reader reviews:

Ronda Caesar:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for us. The book A Boy Asleep Under the Sun: Versions of Sandro
Penna had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is rather advantages for you. The publication A Boy Asleep Under the Sun: Versions of Sandro Penna is not
only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book A Boy Asleep Under
the Sun: Versions of Sandro Penna. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Katie Phillips:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you that A Boy Asleep Under the Sun: Versions
of Sandro Penna book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Patricia Diaz:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be
go through. A Boy Asleep Under the Sun: Versions of Sandro Penna can be your answer because it can be
read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Billy Benitez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and A Boy Asleep Under the Sun: Versions of Sandro
Penna or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes A Boy Asleep Under the Sun: Versions of Sandro Penna to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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