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Many Latino and Chinese women who immigrated to New York City over the past several decades found
work in the garment industry-an industry well known for both hiring immigrants and its harsh working
conditions. In the 1990s, the garment industry was one of the largest immigrant employers in New York City
and workers in Chinese- and Korean-owned factories produced 70 percent of all manufactured clothing in
New York City. Based on extensive interviews with workers and employers, Margaret M. Chin offers a
detailed and complex portrait of the work lives of Chinese and Latino garment workers. Chin, whose mother
and aunts worked in Chinatown's garment industry, also explores how immigration status, family
circumstances, ethnic relations, and gender affect the garment industry workplace. In turn, she analyzes how
these factors affect whom employers hire and what wages and benefits are given to the employees.

Chin's study contrasts the working conditions and hiring practices of Korean- and Chinese-owned factories.
Her comparison of the two practices illuminates how ethnic ties both improve and hinder opportunities for
immigrants. While both sectors take advantage of workers and are characterized by low wages and lax
enforcement of safety regulations-there are crucial differences. In the Chinese sector, owners encourage
employees, almost entirely female, to recruit new workers, especially friends and family. Though Chinese
workers tend to be documented and unionized, this work arrangement allows owners to maintain a more
paternalistic relationship with their employees. Gender also plays a major role in channeling women into the
garment industry, as Chinese immigrants, particularly those with children, tend to maintain traditional gender
roles in the workplace. Korean-owned shops, however, hire mostly undocumented Mexican and Ecuadorian
workers, both male and female. These workers tend not to have children and are thus less tied to traditional
gender roles. Unlike their Chinese counterparts, Korean employers hire workers on their own terms and
would rather not allow current employees to influence their decisions.

Chin's work also provides an overview of the history of the garment industry, examines immigration
strategies, and concludes with a discussion of changes in the industry in the aftermath of 9/11.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Peck:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry
(Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race).

James Cooper:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New
York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) is our recommendation
to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Allen Lutz:

The knowledge that you get from Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry
(Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) is a more deep you digging the information that hide
inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies
on Ethnicity and Race) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number
of way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on
Ethnicity and Race) instantly.

Margaret Padua:

The actual book Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia
Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry
(Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.
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