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The modem Brazilian short story begins with the mature work of Joaquim Maria Machado de Assis (1839-
1908), acclaimed almost unanimously as Brazil's greatest writer. Collectively, these nineteen stories are
representative of Machado's unique style and world view, and this translation doubles the number of his
stories previously available in English.

The stories in this volume reflect Machado's post-1880 emphasis on social satire and experimentation in
psychological realism. If he had continued to produce the moralistic love stories and parlor intrigues of his
earlier fiction, Machado's legacy would have been an entertaining but inconsequent body of work. However,
by 1880 he had begun a devastating satirical assault on society through his fiction. In spite of his
ruthlessness, Machado does at times reveal an ironic sympathy for his characters. He is not indifferent to
human conflict but uses humor and irony to stress the absurdity of these conflicts, acted out against the
backdrop of an indifferent universe. Such a spectacle creates a sense of helplessness that can only inspire
wistful amusement.

In his technical mastery of the short story. Machado was decades ahead of his contemporaries and can still be
considered more modern than most of the modernists themselves. That his stories elicit such strong and
diverse reactions today is a tribute to their richness, complexity, and significance.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Hood:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for people. The book Devil's Church and Other Stories (The Texas Pan American
series) has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Devil's Church and Other Stories (The Texas Pan
American series) is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together
with the book Devil's Church and Other Stories (The Texas Pan American series). You never experience lose
out for everything when you read some books.

Kurt Hooper:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Devil's Church and Other Stories (The Texas Pan
American series) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Devil's Church and Other
Stories (The Texas Pan American series).

Carol Ratliff:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Devil's Church and Other Stories (The Texas
Pan American series) as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Devil's Church and Other Stories (The Texas Pan American series) to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Ronald Griffin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them



is this Devil's Church and Other Stories (The Texas Pan American series).
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