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The telephone looms large in our lives, as ever present in modern societies as cars and television. Claude
Fischer presents the first social history of this vital but little-studied technology—how we encountered,
tested, and ultimately embraced it with enthusiasm. Using telephone ads, oral histories, telephone industry
correspondence, and statistical data, Fischer's work is a colorful exploration of how, when, and why
Americans started communicating in this radically new manner.

Studying three California communities, Fischer uncovers how the telephone became integrated into the
private worlds and community activities of average Americans in the first decades of this century. Women
were especially avid in their use, a phenomenon which the industry first vigorously discouraged and then
later wholeheartedly promoted. Again and again Fischer finds that the telephone supported a wide-ranging
network of social relations and played a crucial role in community life, especially for women, from
organizing children's relationships and church activities to alleviating the loneliness and boredom of rural
life.

Deftly written and meticulously researched, America Calling adds an important new chapter to the social
history of our nation and illuminates a fundamental aspect of cultural modernism that is integral to
contemporary life.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Lewis:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible America Calling: A Social
History of the Telephone to 1940? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Fred Dean:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular America Calling: A
Social History of the Telephone to 1940 book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Janice Saucier:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This America Calling: A Social History of
the Telephone to 1940 is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition
to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bernard Walker:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled
update of news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the America Calling: A Social History of the Telephone to 1940 when you needed it?
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