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Westminster, London, June 22, 1836. Crowds are gathering at the Court of Common Pleas. On trial is
Caroline Sheridan Norton, a beautiful and clever young woman who had been maneuvered into marrying the
Honorable George Norton when she was just nineteen. Ten years older, he is a dull, violent, and controlling
lawyer, but Caroline is determined not to be a traditional wife. By her early twenties, Caroline has become a
respected poet and songwriter, clever mimic, and outrageous flirt. Her beauty and wit attract many male
admirers, including the Prime Minister, Lord Melbourne. After years of simmering jealousy, George Norton
accuses Caroline and the Prime Minister of “criminal conversation” (adultery) precipitating Victorian
England’s “scandal of the century.”

 In Westminster Hall that day is a young Charles Dickens, who would, just a few months later, fictionalize
events as Bardell v. Pickwick in The Pickwick Papers. After a trial lasting twelve hours, the jury’s not guilty
verdict is immediate, unanimous, and sensational. George is a laughingstock. Angry and humiliated he cuts
Caroline off, as was his right under the law, refuses to let her see their three sons, seizes her manuscripts and
letters, her clothes and jewels, and leaves her destitute. Knowing she can not change her brutish husband’s
mind, Caroline resolves to change the law.

 Steeped in archival research that draws on more than 1,500 of Caroline’s personal letters, The Criminal
Conversation of Mrs. Norton is the extraordinary story of one woman’s fight for the rights of women
everywhere. For the next thirty years Caroline campaigned for women and battled male-dominated Victorian
society, helping to write the Infant Custody Act (1839), and influenced the Matrimonial Causes (Divorce)
Act (1857) and the Married Women’s Property Act (1870), which gave women a separate legal identity for
the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Jones:

This The Criminal Conversation of Mrs. Norton: Victorian England's "Scandal of the Century" and the
Fallen Socialite Who Changed Women's Lives Forever book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. That The Criminal Conversation of Mrs. Norton: Victorian England's "Scandal of the Century" and
the Fallen Socialite Who Changed Women's Lives Forever without we know teach the one who reading
through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Criminal Conversation
of Mrs. Norton: Victorian England's "Scandal of the Century" and the Fallen Socialite Who Changed
Women's Lives Forever can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Criminal Conversation
of Mrs. Norton: Victorian England's "Scandal of the Century" and the Fallen Socialite Who Changed
Women's Lives Forever having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Michael Lucius:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Criminal Conversation of Mrs. Norton: Victorian England's "Scandal of the Century" and the Fallen Socialite
Who Changed Women's Lives Forever your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never
get ahead of. The The Criminal Conversation of Mrs. Norton: Victorian England's "Scandal of the Century"
and the Fallen Socialite Who Changed Women's Lives Forever giving you one more experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

William Hill:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Criminal Conversation of
Mrs. Norton: Victorian England's "Scandal of the Century" and the Fallen Socialite Who Changed Women's
Lives Forever that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react to the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all
of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you could pick The Criminal Conversation of Mrs. Norton: Victorian England's "Scandal of the
Century" and the Fallen Socialite Who Changed Women's Lives Forever become your own personal starter.



Carolyn Lew:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide The Criminal Conversation of Mrs. Norton: Victorian England's "Scandal of
the Century" and the Fallen Socialite Who Changed Women's Lives Forever was filled about science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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