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To the practical modern mind, the idea of divine prophecy is more ludicrous than sublime. Yet to our cultural
forebears in ancient Greece and Rome, prophecy was anything but marginal; it was in fact the basic medium
for recalling significant past events and expressing hopes for the future, and it offered assurance that
divinities truly cared about mere mortals. Prophecy also served political ends, and it was often invoked to
support or condemn an emperor's actions. In Prophets and Emperors, David Potter shows us how prophecy
worked, how it could empower, and how the diverse inhabitants of the Roman Empire used it to make sense
of their world.

This is a fascinating account of prophecy as a social, religious, and political phenomenon. The various
systems of prophecy--including sacred books, oracles, astrological readings, interpretation of dreams, the
sayings of holy men and women--come into sharp relief. Potter explores the use of prophecy as a nieans of
historical analysis and political communication, and he describes it in the context of the ancient city. Finally,
he traces the reformation of the prophetic tradition under the influence of Christianity in the fourth century.

Drawing on diverse evidence--from inscriptions and ancient prophetic books to Greek and Roman historians
and the Bible--Potter has produced a study that will engage anyone interested in the religions of the ancient
Mediterranean and in the history and politics of the Roman Empire.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia French:

This Prophets and Emperors: Human and Divine Authority from Augustus to Theodosius (Revealing
Antiquity) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper
you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Prophets and Emperors: Human and Divine
Authority from Augustus to Theodosius (Revealing Antiquity) without we know teach the one who
examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Prophets and Emperors:
Human and Divine Authority from Augustus to Theodosius (Revealing Antiquity) can bring if you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Prophets and Emperors: Human and Divine Authority from Augustus to Theodosius
(Revealing Antiquity) having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Alex Estepp:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Prophets and Emperors: Human and Divine Authority from Augustus to
Theodosius (Revealing Antiquity) book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease
the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Prophets and Emperors: Human and Divine
Authority from Augustus to Theodosius (Revealing Antiquity) content conveys thinking easily to understand
by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as
it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Prophets and Emperors: Human and Divine Authority from Augustus to
Theodosius (Revealing Antiquity) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Cesar Ford:

This Prophets and Emperors: Human and Divine Authority from Augustus to Theodosius (Revealing
Antiquity) is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who also
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information
accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read
the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Prophets and Emperors:
Human and Divine Authority from Augustus to Theodosius (Revealing Antiquity) in your hand like having
the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world
inside ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?



Michael Rahn:

You may get this Prophets and Emperors: Human and Divine Authority from Augustus to Theodosius
(Revealing Antiquity) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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